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Forum panel: From left Adrian Klein, Ana Castro, Harry Levy (Chairman), Rosamond Clayton and David Davis. 

The GAGTL Annual Conference on the 
theme 'Gems in Jewellery' was held 

in the Barbican Conference Centre on 
Sunday 1 November. A total of 120 
members and their guests assembled 

to hear nine speakers outline a range 
of topics concerning the sourcing of 
gems, how to identify them, and dis­
cuss new influences affecting pearls 
and gems in the current trade. 

The opening presentation by 
Derek Palmer of De Beers outlined the 
company's thinking behind the current 
pilot project on branded diamonds. 
There was concern at the impact on 
the public of treatments, imitations and 
synthetic diamonds and to counteract 
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the threat of negative publicity arising 
from these De Beers wanted to protect 
the concept of the integrity of a dia­
mond. Branding, consisting of a tiny 
mark on the table facet visible at 100x 
magnification, is one way to do this 
and the pilot being run from high-class 
jewellers in the north of England has 
so far had a favourable response from 
the public. A decision on whether to 
implement the idea is expected in 1999. 

Then the interest switched to 
pearls and the recent increases in 
range of colour, size and perfection of 
cultured pearls now on the market. 
John Carter of Cellini, Cambridge, 
opened his lecture with reference to 
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the incomparable Book of the Pearl by 
Kunz and Stevenson and then looked 
at economic influences on the pearl 
market. In one revolution about 1930 
the oil industry took personnel, includ­
ing pearl divers, to develop the oil­
fields, and now a second revolution 
involving a new range of culturing 
methods is upon us, supplying in some 
cases large numbers of pearls in 
colours that were seen only rarely in 
past times. 

Stephen Kennedy of the GAGTL 
lab then dealt with details of the sur­
face and structure of pearls on the 
market today. It was important not to 
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