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Diamond Diploma

Course content

The Diamond Diploma course covers:

The ethical, social, economic and environmental implications of diamonds.

How to accurately grade a diamond according to colour and clarity, and other factors
affecting the value.

How to recognise and describe the structure of a diamond and how this relates to
its physical and optical properties.
The different diamond types and colour mechanisms occurring within diamonds.

How to recognise and distinguish between natural, treated and synthetic diamonds,
and to compare and identify a diamond and its simulants.

How to make, record, sketch and communicate reliable and valid observations of
rough diamond crystals.

The geological processes involved in diamond formation and how occurrence and
locality affect the mining and recovery of diamonds.

The cutting of a diamond, including the history of diamond cutting and style.

Describing the diamond grading process, the various systems used and how grading
affects the value of a diamond.

Course materials

Students receive:

Fully illustrated Diamond Diploma course notes
Diamond grading manual

Diamond practical workbook

Set of diamond simulants

Portable diamond instrument kit, containing 10x loupe, thermal tester, diamond
estimator gauge, tweezers, stone cloth, long-wave UK key ring and zip case.

Diamond crystal model.

Diamond Diploma lab class (ODL students only)

All ODL Diamond Diploma students are required to attend the Diamond Diploma
lab class (also known as the Diamond Grading and Identification course). It is
important that all students gain experience and guidance in the practical aspects
of diamond observation, identification and grading.

The lab class will consist of practical tuition over several days, with a practical
examination on the final day of the class. Students can attend a lab class as part
of the course in the UK (which will include the exam).

You will need to bring your diamond instrument kit, diamond grading manual and
diamond workbook to the lab class.

The lab class will cover:

* How to handle a range of rough and polished diamonds.

* The correct lighting and observation techniques for consistent diamond
grading.

* How to grade diamonds for cut, polish, symmetry and proportions in relation to
international tolerances.

* How to colour and clarity grade to internationally-recognised standards.

* Weight estimation of mounted diamonds with an understanding of the
limitations of grading diamonds in jewellery.

¢ I|dentification of a diamond and how to differentiate it from its simulants,
including synthetic moissanite, glass and CZ, etc.

¢ Detection and identification of clarity enhancement treatments, such as laser
drilling and fracture filling,.

“Having studied the Diamond Diploma, | am far
more confident when buying diamonds to use in
my designs. The course notes and instruments are
excellent and the depth of knowledge of the tutors
combined with their enthusiasm for the subject is
inspiring. ODL allowed me the flexibility to study

around my work whilst having the reassurance that
my tutor was there to answer any questions and
support me throughout the course.”

Sally Spencer, Diamond Diploma (ODL) student




