
STUDY WITH  
US ONLINE 

Our Online Distance Learning (ODL) programme is perfect for those 
who want to study from the comfort of their own home or for those 
who live outside the UK.  

All ODL students must complete a practical lab class at Gem-A’s 
headquarters or through one of our international Gem-A Approved 
Practical Providers (GAPPs). Gem-A offers pre-arranged lab classes 
in the UK for the Gemmology Foundation, Gemmology Diploma and 
Diamond Diploma courses. For enquiries outside of the UK please 
contact the GAPP centre directly. 
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ONLINE DISTANCE LEARNING (ODL)

ONLINE DISTANCE 
LEARNING (ODL)
Consisting primarily of asynchronous online study, and a practical 
lab class with Gem-A London, or a GAPP of your choice, our ODL 
programme allows you to study gemmology from the comfort of 
your home and fit your study around your lifestyle.  

The ODL course follows a structured programme with specific deadlines for tasks 
and activities, while providing you the flexibility to access the course at a time 
that suits you. The course has set start and end dates and 80% participation in 
online activities is required. Regular internet access and basic computer skills are 
essential for this type of study.

The ODL courses consist of four modules. At the end of each module you will 
need to complete an online assessment with a set deadline date. All ODL students 
will need to attend a practical lab class, either on-site or with a Gem-A Approved 
Practical Provider (GAPP).  

The online course provides students with a peer-based study environment, as 
well as providing a network of future contacts from around the world. You will 
be assigned an online tutor, who will be a qualified gemmologist with strong 
gemmological expertise, and who will be there to support you through online 
forums and providing feedback to your studies. You will be given your own login 
details to access our online learning platform and will be assigned your own study 
group with other ODL students. 

Study hours

Recommended study hours (per week)

Foundation
Foundation 
(fast track)

Diploma Diamond

6-8 10-12 10-12 8-10

Additional services
For an additional fee, on-site and ODL gemmology students living in the UK, E.U. 
and the USA are eligible to join our Stone Library Loan Scheme, which allows you 
to borrow a diverse sample of stone sets, to aid you in your practical learning. 

For more information or to join please contact education@gem-a.com.
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Country Gapp Centre
Exam Centre 
available in 
this location 

Contact details

Switzerland

Adelmo Venturelli, Morges
t: +41 0796008628
e: adelmo.venturelli@bluewin.ch
w: www.expert-gemmologue.ch

David Craft, Gabriel Arredondo, 
Geneva ●

t: +41 223103450;
t: +41 787518565
e: jeweler@bluewin.ch;
e: gabriel.arredondo@hotmail.com 
w: www.davidcraft.ch

Swiss Gemmological lnstitute 
SSEF ●

t: +41612620640 
e: education@ssef.ch 
w: www.ssef.ch

Thailand Ross Chapman t: +66 814493204
e: bigred03@bigpond.net.au

UK

Arthur Hill, Jersey t: +44 (0)1534871748
e: gemdocjsy@gmail.com

Gwyn Green, Midlands

t: +44 (0)1214455359;
t: +44 7885578588
e: aylestonegreen701@btinternet.
com

K.A.T.E. Coventry 
t: +44 (0)2476467428
e: kbhopley@hotmail.com
w: www.katharinealeks.co.uk

Pauline Jamieson, Edinburgh ●
t: +44 (0)7813905654
e: pauline@bijou.rocks;
paulineJamieson@outlook.com

Rachel Warner, London 
(Foundation only)

t: +44 (0)2076876501
e: jewelsandgems@outlook.com

USA 

Eric Fritz, Arizona ● t: +1 8283812825
e: ericwfritz@gmail.com

FIT, New York ● t: +1 2122175725
e: michael_coan@fitnyc.edu

Jewelry Television (JTV), 
Tennessee

t: +1 8653235631 
e: education@jtv.com
w: www.jtv.com/education

GAPPS
The Gem-A Approved Practical Providers (GAPPs), allow ODL 
students to study the practical lab class component of their course 
closer to home. 

If you’re not attending a Gem-A lab class in London, please contact a GAPP directly. 
Some ATCs also act as GAPP centres and offer this practical tuition separately from 
their other courses — please contact individual ATCs to see what is available (see 
pages 24–26 for a list of ATCs).

Country Gapp Centre
Exam Centre 
available in 
this location 

Contact details

Australia Ross Chapman, Brisbane t: +61 438636294
e: bigred03@bigpond.net.au

Bahrain Bahrain Institute for Pearls and 
Gemstones (DANAT)

t: +973 17201333;
t: +973 38000428
e: info@danat.bh;
e: fatema.alhejari@danat.bh

Canada George Brown College (CADIT), 
Toronto, Canada 

t: +1 4164155000 
e: kmoller@georgebrown.ca
w: www.georgebrown.ca/jewellery/

Italy ACG Analisi e consulenze 
gemmologiche 

t: +39 3282241777
e: orsini.p@gmail.com

New 
Zealand Jill Towers, Auckland ●

t: +64 096231923;
t: +64 0210634248
e: pjtowers@outlook.co.nz
w: www.nzjvl.co.nz

South Africa

Craig Thomas, Gauteng ●

t: +27 0114650208;
t: +27 0824900219
e: catgems@gmail.com;
e: info@agemlab.co.za

The Gem Lab, Cape town
t: +27 021 761 1746
e: jeremy@gemlab.co.za
w: www.nzjvl.co.nz

GEM-A APPROVED PRACTICAL PROVIDERS (GAPPS)
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