












A young tusker - ivory. 

crescent shape of volcanic ash nine 

metres high consisting of pyroxene 
crystals, that has kept a dune-shaped 

formation whilst being blown over the 

plains at the rate of about fifteen 

metres per annum from a volcano over 
one hundred miles away. Further on 

we came to Olduvai Gorge, home of 

the first hominids and therefore called 
'The Cradle of Mankind'. Dr Abigail 

Allison, who had organized the tour 
from the African side and who looked 

after us on the whole trip, explained 

some of the fascinating geology of the 
area, with its precambrian formations, 
volcanoes and the Rift Valley. On the 
way back to Nairobi our final visit to a 
gem mine took place near Longido 

where we looked at the zoisite and 
ruby mine which is now run by the 

Maasai. Our visit proved to be more 

colourful than we had expected as we 
became the centre of attention and our 
vehicles were quickly surrounded by 

large numbers of Maasai. It was some­
how incongruous to be offered kyanite 

or garnet crystals or bits of glass in 

small, plastic gem bags by men wear­
ing nothing but red blankets and 

beads, and carrying spears. 
On our last day in Nairobi we were 

again guests of Mr Campbell Bridges, 
and again we had the opportunity to 
see some wonderful specimens, 
notably of tsavorite from his Scorpion 
Mine. 

Many of us returned home with 
lumps of rock containing interesting 
crystals including ruby and tourmaline 

Gem & Jewellery News 1997, 7,1 

Buffalo - horn. 

that we had been allowed to collect, 
and most of us were given pieces of 

ruby-rich zoisite by the Maasai. These 

and the good memories are the best 
souvenirs one could wish for. 

A few words such as these cannot 

do justice to the sunshine, the picnics 
under acacia trees, the laughter and 

the wonderful experiences of those 

two weeks, or to the magic of East 
Africa. All of us in the group owe 

thanks to Doug Garrod for organizing 
and leading the gem-safari. We are left 

with only one question: Where are we 

going next Doug? 
Maggie Campbell Pedersen 

Collecting rocks at the Aqua ruby mine. 

Maasai women. 
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