














variations across the rock types in 

the area. Sadly we found no heliodor, 

but we were given a nice specimen of 

the rare uranium-bearing mineral, 

betafite. 

From monazite to tourmaline 

The next three nights we 

spent in basic, but friendly, 

accommodation in Karibib, as a base 

for exploring the surrounding area. 

The next stop was Eureka Farm to 

examine an unusual monazite­

bearing carbonatite dyke of mantle 

origin. The monazite occurs as 

reddish-brown, euhedral crystals up 

to 7 cm in length. Small patches of 

the crystals can be quite gemmy, but 

are probably too fractured to facet. In 

the afternoon we were off to the 

Usakos wollastonite mine, which 

exports pure white wollastonite for 

use in the ceramics and building 

industry. Our last stop for the day 

was the tourmaline mine near 

Usakos. The pegmatites of the area 

are rich in tourmaline, much of it 

black to opaque bluish-black. Green 

and bluish-green, and rarely pink, 

gem-quality tourmaline occurs in 

kaolinized cavities, often associated 

with lepidolite. The current owner of 

the mine told us that the last pocket 

found was two years ago, just before 

he bought the mine. We were 

allowed to collect on the dumps and 

found matrix specimens of bluish­

green and pink, opaque to 

translucent tourmaline. 

The following day started with 

the abandoned Rubikon mine, 

which was formerly mined for 

petalite, amblygonite, lepidolite, 

beryl, quartz, pollucite and bismuth 

and was Namibia's major source of 

lithium. Before the mine closed, the 

ore was hand-picked and provided 

welcome local employment. We 

crossed the different zones of the 

pegmatite and collected samples. 

Some of the beryl may be 

facetable. 

The Otjua mine, our last stop, is 

the source of the gem tourmalines 

and large quartz crystals, which we 

saw in the museum in Swakopmund. 

The colours of the tourmalines vary 

across the zones of the pegmatite as 
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occasionally 

composition changes. 

emerald-green and 

pink gem-quality 

tourmalines are found, often with 

watermelon zoning, though 

unfortunately they are usually badly 

fractured. The mine owner 

generously allowed us to keep most 

of what we collected. One specimen 

was a half metre long slab of perfect 

cleavelandite with 2 cm diameter 

watermelon tourmaline protruding 

several centimetres from the 

surface. A very happy group drove 

back to base, contemplating yet 

another glorious Namibian sunset 

behind the mountains and the 

desert. 

On the final morning we visited 

the Karibib Marbleworks from where 

beautiful white marble, easily 

rivalling that of Carrara, is exported 

all over the world. The company now 

also produces tiles in marble and in 

the local granite. We were also 

taken to the marble quarry to see 

how the colossal blocks of marble 

are cut. 

A visit to the wood carvers' 

market in Okahandja on the way 

back to Windhoek added a few extra 

passengers to the vehicles in the 

form of giraffe and rhino. 

At the end of a well organized 

and interesting trip to such a 

beautiful country with so many 

gemmological resources still to be 

discovered, we felt that we had only 

scratched the surface. A future 

Gem-A trip, perhaps? 

Gem notes from New Zealand 

S
itting here far away in New 

Zealand, the GJN is a 

welcome newsletter. 

I was intrigued by the editorial 

of Michael O'Donoghue (GJN, June 

2002, Vol. 11, No 3) on the rare 

items of 'young journal contributors'. 

Now I am at the other end of the 

scale (going on to extinction as he 

puts it). Being a retired 

gemmology/jewellery teacher of 70 

plus, what does one get up to? 

Faceting 

These days I am cutting superb 

gemstones. I have two faceting 

machines, and although I do a little 

professional cutting, most of my 

lapidary work is enjoying the 

challenges that this neglected side 

of the gemstone world has to offer. 

For example I have recently cut an 

'Involute Spiral'. Now I suppose that 

most people have never heard of this 

cut, let alone seen one. The design 
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