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GEM-A BRANCH NEWS 

Marcus McCallum (left) 
discusses some of his new 
gems and minerals with 
John Koivula. 
Photo: Rudi Zoellner. 

Time to throw on the glad rags and proceed to the 

Ceilidh/Dinner where the ladies were thrilled to find 

boxes of chocolates waiting for them on the table 

courtesy of Alistir Tait and the gentlemen delighted 

with miniature bottles of whisky from Colin Towler, 

courtesy of Allied Distillers. 

Sunday morning saw us all up bright and sparkling 

and ready for the first talk of the day. John Koivula took 

us on a whirlwind journey through slide after slide of the 

inclusions he has discovered within gem material. Who 

can forget the finale of his slide show - a breathtaking 

view of the Himalayas produced from an inclusion in a 

Kashmir sapphire. We were all left in awe at the magic 

of nature and eagerly anticipating the next edition of 

the Photoatlas, edited by John and Professor Gubelin, 

due for publication later this year. 

A talk by Ian Hammond followed on seal engraving. 

Ian, a fourth generation seal engraver, specializes 

in gemstone engraving. He talked about the artistic 

intricacies of his art, amazing us with the fine detail 

that he could achieve using his vast array of tools, most 

of which he had made by hand. He shared Chris Walton's 

concern about the state of craftsmanship in the UK 

today, and expressed the fear that there would be no 

one to take his place when he eventually retired. 

Last, but certainly not least, was a talk by Branch 

President Alan Hodgkinson entitled 'Some fascinating 

gemstones'. Using stones from his own collection, he 

illustrated ways in which visual optics and inclusions 

could be used to differentiate between gems of similar 

appearance. He had so much more to tell and we 

wanted to learn, but once again we ran out of time. 

During the lunch break the conference room was 

transformed for the session of demonstrations and 

displays that has become a popular feature of the 

conference. This year there was an emphasis on the 

gems and minerals of Scotland with displays by John 

Mackenzie, Lord Cromartie, who brought along agates 

from his private collection, Gordon Todd with a fine 

selection of gemstones and, with the aid of a video 

microscope, Brian Jackson showed agate inclusions. 

Alan Hodgkinson's display included the gemstones 

mentioned in his talk and a spectroscope imaged 

through a monitor which allowed perception far beyond 

the visible spectrum. Other demonstrations included 

jewellery making and gemstone faceting. 

In the evening we made our way to a local restaurant, 

which had opened its doors exclusively for the Scottish 

Branch, for an excellent meal and more chat. 

On Monday morning an enthusiastic band of 

delegates were ready and raring to go on the field 

trip to Ethiebeaton Quarry to collect agates. Thanks to 

the combined sledge hammer wielding skills of John 

Mackenzie, Brian Jackson and John Mcinnes, many rocks 

were broken and agates and carnelians were recovered. 

A second group of delegates visited Scone Palace. 

The Conference had come to an end and all returned 

home feeling that they had experienced all that is 

good about gemmology. All were unanimous in 

their agreement that the conference could not have 

run without the boundless energy, commitment and 

organizational skills of our secretary Catriona Mcinnes. 

Thank you ... 
The Branch Committee would like to take this 

opportunity to give very sincere thanks to: 

Sponsors 

T.H. March 

Marcus McCallum 

Alistir Wood Tait 

Major Supporter 

Henderson the Jewellers 

Supporters 

AppraiserTech 

Cairncross of Perth 

e-treasures

Perthshire Jewellery Company 

System Eickhorst 
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